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„Little Big City“ in the heart of Europe
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Five metropolitan areas
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Population

Zürich City: 382‘000y

Agglomeration: 1.2 Mio 

Greater Zürich Area: 3 2 Mio EWGreater Zürich Area: 3.2 Mio EW

Switzerland: 7.5 Mio 
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Crisis during the 1990s

- Loss of 40'000 jobs

- More than 500'000 m2 unused

office spacep

- Appearance of an urban underclass

Decline of the tax revenue- Decline of the tax revenue
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1999/2000: Beginning of the reurbanisation

- City-marketing

- Housing for families: Aim: g

10‘000 flats within 10 years

G th f l ti- Growth of population

- Transformation of industrial zones

- Economic boom
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Development 1990–2010

14‘000  new flats within 10 years

+ 20‘000  inhabitants within 10 years
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Main development areas in the city

Stadt Zürich
Amt für Städtebau 

Climate KIC Summer-School 2010, August 5th, 2010
Page 10



Stadt Zürich
Amt für Städtebau 

Climate KIC Summer-School 2010, August 5th, 2010
Page 11

Transformation of industrial zones
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Zürich-West
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Renaissance of high-rise buildings generate new skylines

Gigon Guyer Architekten, Zürich

Patrick Gmür Architekten, Zürich
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Transformation of infrastructure buildings

EM2N Architekten ZürichEM2N Architekten, Zürich
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Concentration of science and education in former milk-factory

EM2N Architekten, Zürich
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Transformation of an old brewery „Löwenbräu-Areal“
Museum residential building officesMuseum, residential building, offices

G G üGigon Guyer Architekten, Zürich
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Redevelopment:
Zürich Cityspace Main Station DevelopmentZürich Cityspace Main Station Development
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Concept plan for the new district

Masterplan: Kees Christiaanse, Rotterdam NL
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A new urban district in the center of Zürich

Graber Pulver Architekten, Bern 
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Caruso St John Architects, London UK
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Unique Spatial Positions

The art of remaining Zurich as a sustainable city …

Compact System

• Variety of different Uses• Variety of different Uses

• Discreet Urbanity

• Liveable Openness• Liveable Openness

• Efficient Networks

• Extraordinary Quality of Location• Extraordinary Quality of Location



„Variety of different Uses“
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„Discreet Urbanity“
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Kunsthaus Zürich – New museum
Discreet but high quality architectureDiscreet, but high quality architecture

David Chipperfield Architects, London UK
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„Liveable Openness“
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„Efficient Networks“
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„

Railway-, Tram- & Bus-Systems as a „pump“

European & National 
Train Connections:

Integrated regional 
Train- and Bus-System

Local Tram-, Bus- and 
Boat-System

Synchronized timetables guarantee that all the networks reach into each other 
clockwork-like and offer low-emission public transportation to the public.
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„Extraordinary Quality of Location“
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„Extraordinary Quality of Location

Sustainability in the field of urban planning, 
C it iCriteria
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Sustainability in the City of Zürich means ….

...considering demand and interaction from regional, city-wide, neighborhood and 
site ifi i t f isite specific point of view

Region/Metropolitan Area City neighborhodd

Stadt Zürich
Amt für Städtebau 

Climate KIC Summer-School 2010, August 5th, 2010
Page 33

Sustainability in the City of Zürich means ….

....promoting a polycentric city with functional and characteristic neighborhoods
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Sustainability in the City of Zürich means ….

...coordinating land use and mobility towards an urban mobility system

Vision 2050
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Sustainability in the City of Zürich means ….

...designing and upgrading attractive and functional public spaces to 

enhance high qualities for the population as well as the urban ecological system
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Sustainability in the City of Zürich means ….

...defining processes which balance different interests - especially taking into account 

population valuespopulation values
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The spacial development strategy 2025
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Science and Economy

Location for research

Financial centre and location ofs ervices

High quality industries (clean tech, high 

tech)
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Sustainabilityin the City of Zürich means ….
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Mobility

New tangential connections

City of short distances

C i t i t d f tiCoexistence instead of separation
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Sustainable development of the urban fabric

Sustaining existing fabric

Developing and recreating in parts

R t t i tiRestructuring entire areas
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Climate analysis and areas of intervention
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Zürich‘s path towards the
2000 tt i t2000-watt-society
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Non-fossil fuels Fossil fuels



Energy requirement in the world
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Comparison of the energy requirements today versus the
envisioned 2000-watt-societyenvisioned 2000-watt-society

Living Consumer Mobility Infrastructure Electricity 

today

2000-watt-
and 
working

goods and 
foodstuffs

consumption society
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All buildings classified in type of use

Schools

Offices

Residential 

buildings
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Living space per capita
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Program
Sustainable building“„Sustainable building
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„Mile Steps“ for environmentally friendly and energy efficient building

1. New Buildings

New buildings are to achieve the MINERGIE-ECO standard

2 Existing Buildings2 Existing Buildings

For refurbishments, the standard for MINERGIE modernisation must be implemented as 

first priority.

3 More efficient use of electrical power

All new and refurbished non-residential buildings will meet the additional MINERGIE 

specifications for lighting. First priority will be given to the procurement of highly efficient 

office and household appliances.office and household appliances.

4 Renewable energy sources

At least 40% of the total heating requirements of new buildings are to be provided by 

renewable energy sources. For existing buildings it is 50% of the heating for warm water.
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Excample new residential buliding „Kalkbreite“

- social housing project

- label „Minergie P“, 2000watt-compatible

- low living space (30-40 m2)

- mixed use

massive reduce of parking space- massive reduce of parking space

Müller Sigrist Architekten, Zürich
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Excample „Triemli Hospital“

- Renewal  supply of energy

- building: label „minergie P“building: label „minergie P

- reduce consumption of electricity

- optimize accessibility by public transport

Aeschlimann Prêtre Hasler Architekten AG, ZürichAeschlimann Prêtre Hasler Architekten AG, Zürich
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Excample new residential buliding „Badenerstrasse“

- first wood-constructed building (top-wall-system)

- label: SIA Effizienzpfad, 2000Wattlabel: SIA Effizienzpfad, 2000Watt

- social housing project

Pool Architekten, Zürich
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The New Monte Rosa Hut

ETH Zürich, Studio Monte Rosa
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The first Monte Rosa Hut
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The New Monte Rosa Hut

- Join project of ETH Zürich and SAC (swiss alpine club)

- The project shows exemplary architectural character in the field of energyThe project shows exemplary architectural character in the field of energy

and resource efficiency

- Energetically to 90% self-contained and self-sufficient (90% autarchy)

- CO2-emissions will be reduced by more than two-thirds per night

- Use of renewable energies and seasonal storage and multiple use of water
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The New Monte Rosa Hut
Electricity and waterElectricity and water
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… summer in the city …… summer in the city …

Thank you for your Interest and Attention!
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